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the   shrine   and   left  her   there,   while the father hastened
to   throw    himself  at   the    feet   of the   Saint,   imploring
assistance.    Our  hero    descended   from   his   litter,   raised
the supplian from the ground    went into the temple, walked
round it, entered   the   shrine, saw  the maiden lying there.
and     was     told     of    her     grievous    suffering.     Full   of
compassion,    he   worshipped   tl e   God,    and,   in   a   very
touching,     imple    hymn,     implored    Him   to   heal   the
child.    sTrumediately   the   maiden's    disease   was removed,
and   she,   arising,   clung   to her   father's side.   Great was
their   gladness.   The   youthful   Saint now proceeded to the
regions   south   of the Kaveri.   The rains   were over and it
was   the   time of heavy   dews,   while   fever and ague were
rife.     His   attendants   came   and   represented this to him.
He immediately   sang a sacred hymn, and the fever left the
whole country side    The sage then went southward.
During   the   same   year,   he    \\ent    through   a    large
number   of   villages   adjacent  to   the banks of the Kaveri
and in the months of June and July, when the temperature
is   often   terrifically   hot,   the  youthful    devotee   suffered
exceedingly,   and   the   legend  relates that Siva feeling pity
for   his  beloved   son,   sent  down  at  Patteecharam   from
Mount  Kailasa a canopy of pearls, which was brought by
a heavenly messenger with the words,   'The Lord hath sent
this   unto   thee'    The youthful Saint fell on his face and
adored,   while   his  attendants   bore  over 'him the canopy
thus miraculously supplied and  under the refreshing shade,
he  went on   his   way   to pay his homage at the shrine in
the   neighbourhood-    The  poet  says  the   sacred   teacher
henceforth   abode   happily under the shadow of the sacred
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